August 15, 2007

Senator Salazar:

The League of Women Voters of La Plata County was pleased to read in the Durango Herald article of your concern about the Desert Rock Energy Project. We are similarly frustrated with the jurisdictional issues around this project.

We believe that the most important thing for you to do now for this and all future coal-fired plants is to force the EPA to begin regulating greenhouse gas emissions now. At the Four Corners Air Quality Task Force meeting last week, at which representatives of EPA Region 8 (Denver) were present, I learned that the EPA is still ‘studying’ the Supreme Court directive on this issue. No pressure is coming from the White House to encourage them to speed up the process. The EPA representative told me that because this is a new type of pollutant for them, they will need to draft a new process for deciding whether it needs regulating and if so, what standards to set, an effort that could take years. 

Please, on behalf of all your constituents here in the Four Corners area:

1. Put pressure on the White House to require EPA to move faster on this issue.

2. Work with your colleagues in the Congress to pass whatever enabling legislation the EPA needs to begin regulation of this ‘new’ pollutant type now.

We thank you for your efforts.

Sincerely,

Marilyn T. Brown

LWV of Women Voters of La Plata County

Liaison to Four Corners Air Quality Task Force

296 Highland Hill Drive

Durango, CO 81301

970-259-3593

