State disallows some voting machines 
 La Plata County technology OK; a few large counties must change

 By Joe Hanel 
 Herald Denver Bureau 
  DENVER – Secretary of State Mike Coffman decertified voting machines used across the state Monday, but most of Southwest Colorado’s machines passed the test.
  Coffman cited problems with accuracy and security. His deci​sion means some of the state’s largest counties will not be able to conduct next year’s elections with their current equipment.
  He decertified computerized election machines from three vendors – Sequoia, ES& S and Hart InterCivic. Only Premier Election Systems passed all of Coffman’s tests.
  La Plata, Archuleta and Mon​tezuma counties use machines from Premier, formerly known as Diebold. Montezuma County also uses Hart machines. So does San Juan County.
  Coffman’s tests show the Hart machines couldn’t accurately count ballots. They had a 1 per​cent error rate, Coffman said.
  Counties and voting machine companies have 30 days to ap​peal the findings to Coffman. The Colorado Legislature can choose to change the certifica​tion standards, Coffman said.
  “Surprised. Absolutely,” Coff​man said of his reaction to the tests his office performed. He was required to do the tests by a judge’s order in a 2006 lawsuit, which found flaws with the ma​chines. La Plata County was one of the defendants in that suit.
  Counties bought electronic voting systems in order to com​ply with the Help America Vote Act, which Congress passed af​ter the disputed presidential election of 2000.
  Coffman said his office’s tests revealed weaknesses in the fed​eral government’s testing of election machines. In one case, his testers were able to shut down an ES&S machine just by holding a magnet next to it.
  “I think the results today will have national repercussions,” Coffman said.
  Last week, Ohio’s secretary of state decertified a number of voting systems, including Pre​mier machines.
  At a Monday news confer​ence, Coffman deflected several questions about what to do next. He plans to share his ideas with members of the Legislature this morning at the state Capi​tol. He refused to say Monday if he thinks the state should use an all-mail election next year.
  Clerks from La Plata and Montezuma counties did not re​turn calls Monday.
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