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Can you consider 

attending state convention 

Saturday and Sunday, 

May 16-17? We can have 

5 delegates and a carpool 

is going. Call Stephanie 

Huss, 259-7263 or email 

her, if you want more 

information. 

 

Mark your calendars!  
 

April Meeting 
  

 

National Popular Vote Compact 

Consensus Meeting 

 
Wednesday, April 22 

9:15 – 11:15 a.m. 

Durango Public Library Program Room #1 

 
Presentation of information by your NPVC Committee 

Discussion of Consensus Questions last hour of session 

 

The committee will email relevant summary information to you 

around April 15. 

 

* * * 

 

Save the Date!!!! 

 

LWV of La Plata County Annual Meeting 

 
Saturday, May 9 

9 – 11:30 a.m. 

followed by pot luck lunch 

 

Read, save and bring pages 3-5 on annual meeting business items 

 to the annual meeting 
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Coordinator’s Message 

 

March 21 brought League an excellent discussion 

“Building a Community for Children and Youth in La 

Plata County”. We gained so much, learned so much and 

can now understand the situation with children and youth 

here much better. Vicki Coe gave the background piece 

including the fact that Colorado has the fastest 

acceleration of children in poverty of all the states!  

Barbara Dodds presented information about what 

happens with the young child, the stresses on them, the 

need for high quality childcare.  Marsha Porter-Norton 

gave the background on It's About Kids, their all 

volunteer Advocacy Network, and non-partisanship.  

And, Jaynee Fontecchio-Spradling sparked us with 

information on becoming as asset builder.  It was all 

terrific and so worthwhile! See page 7 for photo and 

article. 

 

Now this month, on April 22, a Wednesday morning, 

we’re meeting together as our League to join in a 

National League Study on the National Popular Vote 

Compact. Do we want to add to our national policies 

support of this compact as an alternative way to get to a 

popular vote of the U.S. president and vice-president?  

We would leave in place our existing policy adopted in 

January, 1970 of eliminating the Electoral College and 

directly electing the President: “The League of Women 

Voters of the United States believes that the direct-

popular-vote method for electing the President and Vice-

President is essential to representative government”.  The 

new questions to be discussed in April revolve around 

whether or not to add this second method, (besides 

amending the constitution to eliminate the Electoral 

College) to get to that goal.  

 

Therefore, the meeting this month is for our members 

here in La Plata County to decide, to come to our 

consensus.  This would then be joined with the input 

from all of the other Leagues in the country to reach a 

national consensus and establish a national position.     

The committee has spent many hours preparing the 

background for the discussion so you’ll feel well 

informed as you make your decision.  They will be 

presenting the information without bias and in fact will 

be able to participate in the decision.  Members of the 

committee are Suzanne Becker, Beverly Wells, Trish 

Pegram, Mary Barter, Marilyn Sandstrom, Ann Flatten, 

Marilyn Brown, Grace Deltscheff, Julie Ward and 

myself.  Hope you’ll be able to participate in making our 

decision for National League consensus    -Sally Bellerue 

  

 
City Council candidates: Christina Thompson,  

Doug Lyon, Paul Broderick and Aaron Tucson, l to r. 

 
City Council Election 

 

On March 19
th

, this League presented its forum with 

the candidates for the Durango City Council Election.  

Candidates, in the order they are on the ballot, include 

Christina Rinderle Thompson, Doug Lyon, Paul 

Broderick and Aaron Tucson.   This is a Mail Ballot 

only election.  To be counted the ballots must either 

arrive by mail or be personally dropped off with the 

City Clerk by 7 p.m., Tuesday, April 7.  Postmarks are 

not sufficient.  Our forum was aired live on City Span 

10 and is being repeated at this website address 

http://www.durangogov.org/cityspan10/specialprogram

s/index.cfm .  Other televised questions and 

discussions with the candidates are appearing on both 

Channel 10 and DCAT on Channel 22. 

 

Thanks to League members who worked on this 

Forum:  Marilyn Sandstrom,  Voter Service Chair, 

organizer;  Stephanie Huss, moderator; Nadine Ancel, 

timer; Sue Herbst and Judith Aitken, screen questions; 

Ross Park, Trish Pegram, Jill Patton and Ellen Park, 

collect questions,  Ross Park, PR and web master;  

Suzanne Becker, photographer.   Thanks to them all.  

Our biggest thanks goes to the City of Durango for 

both the use of the Council Chambers and for 

televising the evening on City Span 10. We also 

appreciate KIUP for broadcasting it on the radio. 

 

It was a fine evening covering the range of questions 

one has about this election and gave voters a chance to 

come to a decision about casting their vote.   

-Sally Bellerue 
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Annual Meeting Information 

 
Our bylaws require that we send out to members notice of the annual meeting, the proposed slate of officers, 

budget, program and any bylaws changes at least 30 days before the meeting. 

No bylaws changes are proposed. The other items follow: 

 

League of Women Voters of La Plata County 

Annual Meeting 

 

Saturday, May 9   

9 – 11:30 a.m. 

Stephanie Huss’s home 
 

Agenda Highlights 
 

Coffee and Welcome 

Speaker: Mayor, pro tem., Leigh Meigs 

Special guests: LWVCO president Margie Beal 

LWVCO president-elect Patty Cordova 

 

2008-2009 LWV Highlights 

Financial officer’s report 

Presentation of 2009-2010 proposed budget 

Review of Local Programs 

Recognition of outgoing Team/board 

Report of the Nominating Committee 

Election of new officers 

New president assumes chair and presents new board 

Member direction to state convention delegates 

Member direction to new local board 

 

Potluck lunch and conversation 
 

Proposed 2009-2010 Program 
 

No new study is recommended. 

The following existing local program positions are recommended for reaffirmation: 

 

Desert Rock Energy Project - 2007 

Library Bond Issue – 2007 

Health Service District – 2006 

Vote Center Concept – 2006 

Affordable Housing – 2004 

Educational Policy – 1975 

Durango City Government – 1980s  

County Comprehensive Planning – 1980s  

County Home Rule – 1990  
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2009-2010 LWV-LPC Proposed Budget 
 

Recommended by the Budget Committee: Ellen Park, Ross Park, Nadine Ancel 

March 19, 2009 

 

 
             

Operations Budget YTD  
Prop 
Budget Comments       

  
2008-
2009 3/9/09 2009-1010 2009-2010 assumptions       

Income               

Member-Dues $4,110.00 $4,015.00 $4,180.00 
no change in dues, +2 reg members, total-93, see membership details  (see 
note 1)       

Newsletter-subscr  $40.00 $30.00 $30.00 based on '08-'09 actuals       

Donations-member $1,650.00 $1,583.80 $1,500.00 based on '08-'09 actuals       

Donations-external $2,250.00 $1,119.06 $0.00 note: '08-'09 actuals included Wells fargo donation for Greg Mortenson event       

Grants $2,850.00 $425.00 $500.00 for unassigned '09-'10 program       

Election Judges $500.00 $712.59 $200.00 expected from '09 LPEA election support       

Great Decisions $1,200.00 $1,220.00 $1,200.00 based on '08-'09 actuals       

Income-other $0.00 $640.00 $0.00 note: '08-'09 actuals included Greg Mortenson event prepayments       

Interest $35.00 $21.76 $35.00 based on '08-'09 actuals       

Income $12,635.00 $9,767.21 $7,645.00 09-'10 total planned income reduced by 22% from '08-'09       

Carry-Over Grant $1,500.00 $1,500.00 $0.00 note: no carry-forward grants from '08-'09       

Total Income $14,135.00 $11,267.21 $7,645.00         

Expenditures               

LWV-US dues $2,076.00 $2,076.00 $2,331.00 91 members as of 1/31/09, LWV-US assessment-$29.20/reg member (note2)       

1/2 LWV-CO dues $1,341.00 $1,341.00 $720.00 
91 members as of 1/31/09, LWV-CO assessment-$18.00/reg member (note 
2)       

Voter Service $930.00 $200.00 $220.00 $100-banner, $100 tent, $20 copies       

Advocacy $750.00 $482.30 $0.00 no expected advocacy expenses in '09-'10       

Conferences $750.00 $209.54 $1,200.00 1 delegate to LWV-US conf in '10, 2 reps to LWV-CO Leadership in '09       

Member Services $763.00 $566.24 $600.00 based on '08-'09 actuals: newsletter-$350,Website URL and hosting-$235       

Great Decisions $1,200.00 $1,075.00 $1,200.00 based on '08-'09 actuals       

Program $6,125.00 $3,974.46 $1,224.00 estimate 4 program events and 4 member mtgs in '09-'10        

Publications $50.00 $0.00 $50.00 based on '08-'09 plan       

Meetings fees $150.00 $0.00 $100.00 based on expected venue costs       

Other $0.00 $43.00 $0.00         

Total Expenditures $14,135.00 $9,967.54 $7,645.00 09-'10 total planned expenses reduced by 24% from '08'09       

Current Balance   -$200.33 $0.00         

Begin Balance-09-10 $5,956.13             

End Balance   $5,755.80           
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2009-2010 LWV-LPC Education Fund Budget 
               

Education Fund Budget YTD  Prop Budget Comments       

Prev Balance-08 $458.39     2009-2010         

                

Income               

Grants $0.00 $0.00 $0.00         

Donations-non-mem $900.00 $1,750.00 $0.00 no expected LPEA Round Up contribution in '09-'10       

Donations-members $0.00 $490.00 $500.00 based on '09-10 actuals       

Total Income $900.00 $2,240.00 $500.00         

                

                

Expenditures               

1/2 LWV-CO dues     $720.00 (see note 2)       
Ballot Issues 
Pamphlets $900.00 $1,380.00 $0.00 no expected ballot issue publications in '09-10       

Other $0.00 $0.00 $0.00         

Total Expenditures $900.00 $1,380.00 $720.00         

                

Current Balance   $1,318.39 $1,098.39         

           
 

            

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

 

 

Proposed Slate of Officers for 2009-2010 

 
President – Stephanie Huss 

Vice President – Trish Pegram 

Secretary – Grace Deltscheff 

Treasurer – Nadine Ancel 

 

2009-2010 Nominating Committee: Deanna Collins and Dorothy Newell 

 

Please refer to page 6 for short bios of the candidates for office. 

 

 

Submitted by nominating committee members: Jill Patton, Sue Herbst, Deanna Collins, Kim Martin 
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Health Care Update 

 

Project Coordinator Hired 

As you will have read in the Herald, Julie Thompson, who 

has loads of the right kind of experience, has been hired by 

the Health Services Steering Committee (HSSC) on an 18-

month contract to review our local health care situation, 

including studies already done, plus models from other areas, 

and develop a plan for our community. This is very exciting 

news. It is hoped that Julie will have a plan or plans ready for 

consideration sometime later this year. Our League hopes to 

be actively involved in giving our input to this process. 

 

Changes at SJBHD - Lend Your Voice 

The Board of Directors of San Juan Basin Health Department 

(SJBHD) is being replaced by a board consisting of the three 

county commissioners plus one at-large director from each of 

La Plata and Archuleta counties. One of the reasons for this is 

to establish more oversight over the finances of the 

organization. However, the new board may no longer have 

any members directly representing the health care 

communities of either county. There will be a meeting in the 

Anasazi Room at the courthouse on Wednesday, April 8, at 

1:30 pm for public comment. Since public health is such an 

important component of any community, I suggest that 

anyone interested attend this meeting. 

Update to the State Nurse Practice Act (NPA) 

SB 239, the Sunset Review of the State Board of Nursing, 

was submitted to the state Senate Health & Human Services 

(HHS) committee recently. Along with other updates and 

changes, the bill adds new requirements for advanced nurse 

practitioners (APNs) and also gives them some extra latitude, 

especially in the area of prescribing medications etc. This 

seems to me a significant move in the right direction, since 

the availability of APNs, especially in independent practice, 

enhances access to quality primary care for communities, 

especially in rural areas. Colorado is currently much more 

restrictive of APNs than many other states, especially here in 

the Four Corners, and this update would bring us more into 

line with New Mexico, Arizona and Utah. This is important, 

since it will help attract APNs to practice in Colorado. 

 

The bill passed successfully out of the HHS committee, and 

now goes to the floor of the senate, but there is a faction of 

the Colorado Medical Society that wants to add further 

restrictions to the bill before it gets to Governor Ritter. Our 

state LWV Legislative Affairs Committee is reviewing this 

bill at their next session, and if they decide to take action, you 

may be hearing more from me, asking for your help in 

lobbying our representatives. Of course, we can already do 

this as individuals. 

-Jill Patton  

Bios of Candidates for Office in LWV of La 

Plata County 
 

Stephanie Walker Huss (candidate for president) 

 
I grew up in Minnesota. My mother was a charter member of 

the Woodbury, MN LWV.  I was a politician at Mankato 

State University until my graduation with a BS in Computer 

Science and Business.  I worked as a systems analyst for 13 

years and then joined my husband, Phil, in his business.  We 

lived in Denver for 9 years, then moved to Durango 11 years 

ago with our two boys.  I joined LWV in 2000 and have 

served as voters service chair, secretary, newsletter editor and 

on the state board for two years. 

 

Trish Pegram (candidate for vice-president) 

 
I was born and reared in rural North Carolina, received a 

History degree from U.N.C-Greensboro, then my J.D. from 

Wake Forest U. Law School.  After 20+ years as in-house 

counsel for Wachovia Bank, specializing in employment law, 

my husband and I retired to Durango 10 years ago.  I have a 

daughter in Albuquerque and a son in Charlotte, and 5 

extraordinary grandchildren.  I joined the La Plata LWV just a 

year ago, and have served on committees preparing the 

National Popular Vote Consensus presentation and studying 

Mail In Ballot Elections. 

 

 

Grace Deltscheff (candidate for secretary) 

 
I was born and raised in The Netherlands.  I met my future 

husband during his extended European trip and we got 

married in Amsterdam in 1960.  When it was time for him to 

return to the U.S., I came with him and we settled in 

Washington, D.C., later in Pennsylvania and in the Houston, 

Texas area.  I was a stay-at-home mom but decided in 1978 to 

resume my studies and graduated in 1982 with a degree in 

Accounting and also obtained my CPA certificate.  I worked 

for Texaco till 1998 when my husband and I retired and 

moved to Durango.  Here I joined the LWV and am enjoying 

the active, non-partisan, approach they are taking to various 

issues, as well as providing informative programs such as 

“Great Decisions”.  It is a great group.         

 

Nadine Ancel (candidate for treasurer, incumbent) 

 

I was born and raised in Joliet, Illinois, and received my B.S. 

in Nursing from Loyola University in Chicago.  I lived most 

of my adult life in northern Virginia, in the suburbs of 

Washington, D.C. There I worked as a public health nurse for 

28 years for the Fairfax County Health Department. My work 

in maternity health, geriatrics and communicable diseases 

acquainted me with quite a variety of people and cultures 

because of the diverse population of the Washington area. I 

retired in 2005 and moved to Durango. I joined the League of 

Women Voters of La Plata County in the fall of that year.  I 

was voter service co-chair for 2006-2007 and have been 

treasurer since 2007. 
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Moderator Vicki Coe (right) providing background for 

speakers Marsha Porter-Norton, Jaynee Fontecchio-

Spradling and Barbara Dodds, from left. 

 

Building a Community for Children and Youth 

in La Plata County 

 

The title is daunting.  The subject is so important.  On 

Saturday morning, March 21 Leaguers heard from an 

outstanding panel about our kids in our county.  

 

Vicki Coe, long time League member and activist for 

kids, moderated the panel.  Barbara Dodds and Marsha-

Porter-Norton, came to us from It’s About Kids, La 

Plata County Advocacy Steering Committee.  Jaynee 

Fontecchio-Spradling is District 9R Nurse. 

 

BACKGROUND FACTS:  Vicki gave us the 

background and perhaps with the most shocking fact:  

Colorado has the fastest acceleration of children in 

poverty of all the states!  The free and reduced lunch in 

9R has increased 36% since 2000.  More are in free 

lunch rather than reduced.  She discussed differences in 

growing up in poverty today and when we were young.  

Today there are fewer services, fewer positive 

experiences, not the neighborhood support.  These 

differences affect children physically, emotionally and 

cognitively, affect kids’ emotion and behavior.  There is 

not one cause of poverty. 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD:  Barbara Dodds discussed brain 

issues.  If a child is in survival mode and under stress 

and hungry, the brain does not develop as expected.  In 

the 50s more families were intact.  Someone was at 

home.  Now parents are out working.  This has had a 

huge impact on kids.  There’s a need for high quality 

childcare.  There is funding to improve childcare for 10 

years.  Training leads to quality providers, which leads  

to quality care, which has a positive effect.  There’s a 

huge payoff for investments in younger children. 

 

La Plata County now has an adequate number of 

childcare slots, but not enough care for infants and 

toddlers.  La Plata County Human Services has 

programs to train, mentor and coach those that would 

fill the 84 needed slots for in-home care.  And, there are 

programs to focus on the 39 slots needed for in-center 

care.  Head Start will receive stimulus money for cost of 

living adjustment for 3 ! to 5 year olds.  There are 

grants coming to mentor those not licensed, e.g., 

neighbor, grandparent who cares for young children. 

 

IT'S ABOUT KIDS: Marsha discussed La Plata 

County's It’s About Kids, one of 12 chapters in the 

Colorado Children's Campaign, which started in the 

mid-80's.  Its goal is to improve children's lives.  It is an 

all-volunteer, nonpartisan advocacy network.  It does 

advocacy training. In this session of the Colorado 

legislature it is tracking and supporting bills that affect 

children.   The state LWV, and therefore the LWVLPC, 

are supporting these same bills, and advocating for kids.  

 

9R NURSE:  Jaynee taught us “Take 5 to Thrive”, to be 

an asset builder.  The thrust is to be a positive influence 

on kids.  A program for 6th to 12th graders in La Plata 

County encourages a move toward asset-building of 

youth, which helps focus on positive thoughts and 

actions.   She had us take an asset checklist to see how 

we compare with students who may be disadvantaged.  

And, she had a wonderful handout “150 WAYS TO 

SHOW KIDS YOU CARE”, available on many 

websites by googling the title. 

 

CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MASTER 

PLAN:  In 2007, La Plata County, Bayfield, Durango, 

Ignacio and members of the Southern Ute Indian Tribe 

embarked on an initiative to build a community where 

all children, youth and families thrive.  Over 2000 

citizens worked together for a year to create the 

Children, Youth and Family Master Plan, a roadmap 

to bring a constructive force, focus and energy to 

children, youth and families.  The four governmental 

bodies of the three cities and the county have adopted a 

policy supporting the Master Plan.  The Southern Ute 

Indian Tribe will probably consider a policy soon. You 

can learn about the Plan's recommendations at 

childrenyouthandfamily.org.  

-Sally Bellerue  
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Calendar 
 

LWV La Plata County 

www.lwvlaplata.org 

296 Highland Hill Drive 

Durango, CO 81301 

April  

  Thu 2* Great Decisions: Global Food Supply 

  Thu 2 LLL POSTPONED UNTIL FALL, 

 Empowerment – One Heart at a Time, 

  Ellen and Ross Park 

 Tue 14* Great Decisions: Cuba After Castro 

 Thu 16* Great Decisions: Cuba After Castro 

 Wed 22 National Popular Vote Compact Consensus, 

   9:15-11:15, Durango Library Prog. Rm 1 

 Tue 28* Great Decisions: Universal Human Rights? 

 Thu 30* Great Decisions: Universal Human Rights? 

  

May  

 Sat 9 Annual Meeting, 9 – 11:30, potluck lunch 

   follows, Stephanie Huss’s home 

 Sat-Sun LWVCO State Convention, 9:45 Sat – 12:45 

 16-17   Sunday, The Golden Hotel, Golden 

  

June  

  19-20 Leadership Retreat, Holiday Inn, Frisco 

   12:30 Friday – 3 p.m. Saturday 

 

 

 

Team Members 

  

 Spokesperson/Newsletter Team Coordinator 

  Marilyn Brown, 259-3593   Sally Bellerue, 385-0848 

  marilbrown@aol.com   bellerue@frontier.net  

Director-at-large Treasurer 

  Grace Deltscheff, 259-

3040 

  Nadine Ancel, 259-3675 

  holgnd@frontier.net    ancelnm@yahoo.com 

Secretary Voter Service 

 

 

 

 

Can you join us at LWVCO convention 

in the historic section of Golden May 16-17?  

Call Stephanie Huss for more information. 

  Suzanne Becker, 375-1533  Marilyn Sandstrom, 764-4596 

    srahmberg@aol.com    mjschilli@bresnan.net  

Director-at-large Director-at-large *All Great Decisions programs are held in Program Rm. 1,  

Durango Public Library; Tuesdays: 11:45-1:45, Thursdays:   Jill Patton, 385-4061   Ellen Park, 247-8116 

  jgpatton@frontier.net    gellenpark@aol.com  

Natural Resources Co-chair Speakers Bureau/NR Co-chair 

  Deanna Collins, 259-7845  Stephanie Huss, 259-7263 

 dcdurango@msn.com    Stephanie@frontier.net  

Publicity Membership 

  Ross Park, 247-8116   Sue Herbst, 382-9446 

  lwvlpc@aol.com    sue_herbst@frontier.net 

12:30-2:30. Bring a brown bag lunch. 

 

League Mission Statement: The League of Women Voters, a 

nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and 

active participation in government and influences public 

policy through education and advocacy. 

 

Join the League! Anyone of voting age may join the League 

of Women Voters. Others may be associate members. 

Discounted household memberships are available. Call Sue 

Herbst at 382-9446 for more information. 

Great Decisions 

Pat Chatfield, 247-1692 

patchwork@gobrainstorm.net 

 

 


